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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


FOR  THE 


Wadebridge  Rural  District 

Council 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


BODMIX  : 

riUNTEI)  BY  W.  H.  PHILLIPS,  FORE  STREET. 


TO  THE  WADEBRIDQE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year  1946. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres) — 88,064. 

Population — 13,240. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1946  according 
to  the  rate  books — 5,170. 

Pateable  value — <£64,884. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — £273-16-6. 

Social  Conditions 

The  district  is  an  agricultural  one  with  dairying 
and  cattle  raising  as  its  chief  industry. 

The  china  clay  industry  employs  a  number  of  men 
and  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

The  fishing  industry  at  Port  Isaac  on  the  Nortli 
coast  is  lessening  in  importance  giving  place  to  that 
of  catering  for  visitors  and  tourists. 

The  town  of  Wadebridge  is  pleasantly  situated  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Camel  and  serves  the 
surrounding  district  as  a  marketing  and  shopping 
centre. 
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Extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  births 

129 

122 

251 

Legitimate 

121 

115 

236 

Illegitimate 

8 

7 

15 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  of  the  population — 18’1 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Still  births 

5 

2 

7 

Legiti  mate 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Rate  per  i,000  of  the  population— 0*5. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  — 

M.  F.  Total 

2  6  8 

Legitimate  2  6  8 

Death  rale  per  1,000  live  births— 3  L4 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  premature  birth  and 
congenital  causes. 

M.  F.  Total 

Deaths  91  103  194 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population — 15*8. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerpural  Sepsis  or 
other  maternal  causes. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles  or  of  children 
under  two  years  of  age  from  Diarrhoea. 

There  was  one  death  from  Whooping  Cough. 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  were— 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Cancer 

13 

9 

22 

Heart  disease 

21 

28 

49 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

13 

17 

30 

Nephritis 

5 

5 

10 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

7 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

5 

Influenza 

1 

4 

n 

Comparison  of  Birth  and  Deatti  rates  with  those  for 

England  and  Wales  :  — 

England  and  Wales 

Birth  rate 

18  1 

19*] 

Death  rate 

15  8 

115 

Infantile  death  rate 

31  4 

43 

General  Provisions  of 

Health 

Services. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— 

-J,  H. 

Hobling 

( part 

time  Officer)  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Borough  of  Bodmin,  Public  Vaccinator  and 
Examining  Factory  Surgeon. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor — A.  K.  J.  Bewes. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — R.  N.  Spiers. 

They  are  both  full-time  Officers  and  hold  the 
Certificate  of  the  Sanitary  Institute. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  is  a  St.  JohiTs  Motor  i\mbulance  stationed 
in  Bodmin  available  for  cases  of  accidents  and  non- 


infectious  illnesses.  For  infectious  cases  the  County 
Council  have  Motor  Ambulances  stationed  at  Truro. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  covered  by  Trained 
I^urses  supplied  hy  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

Hospitals. 

There  is  no  Hospital  in  the  district  f#r  patients 
requiring  Hospital  treatment. 

The  East  Cornwall  and  Bodmin  Hospital,  the 
Royal  Infirmary  at  Truro  and  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Hospital  at  Plymouth  are  available. 

Infectious  cases  are  treated  at  the  County  Isolation 
Hospital,  Truro. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  County  Council  is  now  the  rulitig  authority. 

'Ihere  is  a  centre  situated  in  Wadebridge  which 
serves  the  town  and  neighbouring  district. 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  ara€ 
Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  extensions  were  made  during  the  year  excepting 
in  Wadebridge  where  the  existing  sewer  was  extended 
to  serve  six  Council  houses  in  course  of  erection. 

Many  hamlets  and  coastal  resorts  have  a  piped 
water  supply  from  the  North  Cornwall  Water  Board 
and  the  disposal  of  waste  water  at  certain  times  of 
the  year  gives  rise  to  difficulties. 
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A  cesspool  emptier  is  on  order  and  should  prove  of 
material  benefit  when  in  use. 

Housing. 

Tenders  were  approved  during  the  year  for  thirty 
houses  and  forty  temporary  pre-fabs  were  allocated  to 
the  Council. 

In  addition  licences  were  granted  to  private  enter¬ 
prise  for  the  erection  of  ten  dwellings. 

Refuse  collection. 

There  is  a  regular  collection  of  household  refuse, 
two  lorries  being  employed  on  this  work. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  been  regularly  inspected 
and  action  taken  where  necessary. 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  have  been 
periodically  inspected  as  required  by  the  Factory  Act 
of  1937. 

Meat  Inspection 

blaughtering  is  carried  out  in  Wadebridge  at  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter-house  where  all  carcasses 
are  regularly  inspected.  The  premises  were  originally 
used  by  a  local  butcher  for  his  own  business,  but  are 
not  quite  ideal  for  tha  heavy  work  now  imposed. 

Camping  Grounds  and  Caravans 

During  the  holiday  season  in  the  coastal  areas 
much  use  is  made  of  these  facilities  and  regular 
inspections  are  made  in  the  interests  of  public  health. 
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Forestiores. 

Life  saving  apparatus  is  provided  on  all  beaches 
and  arrangements  made  for  clearing  any  litter. 

Shellfish. 

Owing  to  poliutio'n  the  removal  of  Shellfish  from 
beds  and  layings  in  the  river  Oamel  was  prohibited. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

There  were  no  epidemics  and  no  Schools  %ere 
closed  on  account  of  infectious  diseases. 

Infectious  diseases  are  treated  in  the  County 
Isolation  Hospital,  Truro. 

Diphtheria  Immunization. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  District. 

The  County  Council  now  pay  a  fee  of  2/6  for  each 
injection  for  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

The  Rural  District  Council  pay  a  similar  fee  for 
children  from  5  to  15  years  of  age  inclusive. 

Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  the  year. 

Disease.  Total  Cases  notified.  Total  Deaths. 


Scarlet  Fever 

10 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

12 

1 

Measles 

7 

0 

Pneumonia 

10 

5 

Polio-Myelitis 

2 

0 

Dysentery 

1 

0 
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Tuberculosis. 

Kew  cases  and  mortality  during  the  year — 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 


Age  period 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  year 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

25 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

45 

] 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

56 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total — 

4 

0 

1 

2 

3 

1 

0 

1 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925, 
relating  to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  engaged  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOBLING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


